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business, not theirs. In reality, James was
consistent enough, as even Emerson (more
extreme in this sort of irresponsibility) was*
toot Inspiration has its limits, sometimes
very narrow ones. But James was not
consecutive, not insistent; he turned to a
subject afresh, without egotism or pedantry ;
he dropped his old points, sometimes very
good ones; and he modestly looked for
light from others, who had less light than
himself.

His excursions into philosophy were ac-
cordingly in the nature of raids, and it is
easy for those who are attracted by one part
of his work to ignore other parts, in them-
selves perhaps more valuable. I think that
in fact his popularity does not rest on his
best achievements. His popularity rests on
three somewhat incidental books, The Will
to Believe, Pragmatism, and The Varieties
of Religious Experience, whereas, as it seems
to me, his best achievement is his Principles
of Psychology. In this book he surveys, in
a way which for him is very systematic, a
subject made to his hand. In its ostensible
outlook it is a treatise like any other, but
what distinguishes it is the author's gift for